
xt+uh&njoktk (1030 bZÒ)

ewy :i ls ;g njokt+k xt+uh fLFkr egewn xtuch ds edcjs esa yxk FkkA

mldh èR;q 1030 bZñ esa gqbZ] 1842 esa xt+uh ls vaxzst ;g njokt+k m[kkM+ yk;sA

xouZj&tujy ykWMZ ,syucjks dh ,sfrgkfld ?kks"k.kk esa ;g dgk x;k fd ;g pUnu

dk ogh njokt+k gS ftls egewn 1025 esa lkseukFk ls ywV ys x;k Fkk vkSj bl izdkj

vaxzstksa us 800 o"kZ iqjkus vieku dk cnyk ys fy;k gSA ;g >wB Hkkjrh; tuklk/

kkj.k dh ln~Hkkouk izkIr djus ds fy, x<+k x;k FkkA okLro esa ;g njokt+k xt+uh

dh LFkkuh; nsonkj dh ydM+h dk gS] pUnu dk ughaA bldk vyadj.k izkphu

xqtjkrh dk"B&dyk ls loZFkk fHké gSA blds Åijh Hkkx ij vjch esa ,d vfHkys[k

Hkh [kqnk gS ftlesa egewn dk fc:nksa lfgr Li"V mYys[k gSA bl vk'k; dkµbl

?kVuk vkSj njokt+s ds o.kZu lfgr ,d uksfVl&cksMZ lj tkWu ek'kZy us ;gk¡ igys Hkh

yxk;k FkkA

;g njoktk 16&1@2 QhV pkSM+k gSA bldk ot+u yxHkx vk/kk Vu gSA ;g

T;kfefrd] rkjk:id] "k"Vdks.kh; vkSj v"Vdks.kh; Qydksa dks] Ýse esa] ,d&nwljs

ds lkFk tksM+dj dhyksa ds fcuk cuk;k x;k gSA

vUr esa bl njokt+s dks lkseukFk esa nqckjk yxkus dk fopkj R;kx fn;k x;k

vkSj ;g bl dejs esa iM+k jg x;kA bldk eqx+yksa ;k muds bl fdys ls dksbZ lacaèk

ugha gS vkSj ;g ;gk¡ ;k rks 1842 ds vaxzst vfHk;ku ds fot;&fpUg ds :i esa ;k

bZLV bf.M;k dEiuh ds ,sfrgkfld >wB dh Le`fr&Lo:i 'ks"k jg x;k gSA
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GHAZNIN-GATE (1030 A.D.)

This gate originally belonged to the tomb of Mahmud Ghaznavi at

Ghazni. He died in 1030 A.D. It was brought from there by the British in

1842. It was claimed, in the historic proclamation of Lord Ellenborough, the

Governor-General, that these were the sandal-wood gates of Somnath which

Mahmud had taken to Ghaznin in 1025, and the British had thus avenged an

insult of 800 years back. This false claim was made just to win the goodwill

of the Indian people. The gate is, in fact, made of local Deodar wood of

Ghaznin and not of sandalwood. The style of decoration bears no resemblance

to ancient gujarati wood work. There is also an Arabic inscription carved on

the upper side. It mentions Mahmud with his epithets. Sir John Marshall had

placed here a notice-board which described the whole episode and this gate.

It is 16-1/2 feet high and 13-1/2 feet broad and its weight is about half

a ton. It is made up of geometrical, hexagonal and octagonal panels which

have been fixed, one with the help of the other, into the frame, without rivets.

The idea to restore it at Somnath was ultimately given up and the gate

was abandoned. Since then, it is stored in this room, in no way is it related to

this fort, or the Mughals, and it is lying here either as a war trophy of the

British Campaign of 1842, or as a sad reminder of the historic lies of the East

India Co.
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